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THE presentation and scope of this book have both changed considerably since it was first
written by Claud Worth in 1903. The various editions which have followed have maintained
the same high standard, and each in turn has been accepted as the standard text book on the
subject of squint.

Bernard Chavasse wrote the classical seventh edition thirty-five years after the original
publication and added the sub-title of “The Binocular Reflexes and the Treatment of Squint.”
He regarded all squints as perversions of the normal binocular reflexes, caused by various
obstacles during the developmental period. Normally the binocular reflexes are acquired and
grounded between the ages of six months and five or six years. This explanation has been
retained and elaborated upon, and other of Chavasse’s apt and colourful statements introduce
each chapter.

The present authors, who were also responsible for the previous edition, state that they have
largely rewritten the book to make the story of squint a more continuous narrative, and the
subject more concise and easier to understand. They have admirably achieved these objects
and have presented a book which is an encyclopedia on the subject of squint, and yet the
reader’s interest is retained as the various pitfalls of the binocular reflexes are revealed and the
actions necessary to preserve or restore them are lucidly evolved.

Some welcome changes in terminology have been introduced. The chapter on congenital
ocular palsy has been rewritten and includes interesting descriptions of variations of defective
ocular movement due to musculo-facial anomalies. A separate chapter on acquired ocular
palsy has been added, and the book throughout is profusely illustrated. This has resulted in
considerable enlargement of the present edition.

The authors are to be congratulated on the masterly way in which they have presented the
ninth edition. It is an invaluable reference book for the ophthalmologist, the neurologist, and
orthoptist, and a fount of knowledge for the more aspiring student. V.A.F. M.

INVOLUTIONAL MELANCHOLIA: AN~ ErtioLocic, CLiNicAL AND SociaL Stupy oF
ENpoGeENous DEPRESSION IN LATER LiFe, witH SpeciaL ReFEReNCE To GENETIC FaAcCTORS.
By Ake Stenstedt, M.D. (Acta Psychiatrica et Neurologica Scandinavica, Supplementum
127, Volumen 34). Copenhagen: Eynar Munksgaard, 1959.

In his second line the author states that neither of the two words “involutional melancholia”
has any specific meaning. It is rather difficult to discuss the =tiology of a condition, the
existence of which is in doubt. Evidence is produced to show that the morbidity risk for the
so-called “endogenous” affective disorders amongst the sibs and parents of proband material
does not differ from that found amongst the relatives of a group described as involutional
melancholics. Thus the genetic evidence confirms his original doubts. A depressive illness may
be precipitated for the first time by the climacteric, but there is no proof that the illness
and the physiological event are casually related.

Social factors are briefly dealt with in the monograph. J.G.G.

MENTAL RETARDATION; ITS CARE, TREATMENT AND PHYSIOLOGICAL
BASE. By Hans Mautner, M.D. (Pp. vii+280. 35s.) London: Pergamon Press, 1959.

Turs book has been rapidly produced, judging from the recent dates of some of the references
quoted. It would seem to be based on lecture notes expanded here and there as the author
considered nccessary. In spite of this some passages remain obscure. The title of the book is
rather misleading, should the reader expect to find the subject matter treated in the traditional
manner. Mental retardation is dealt with almost exclusively in terms of pathology and
biochemistry, with the emphasis on the latter. The author has collected a comprehensive and
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